
The Second Sunday of Easter 
April 27, 2025 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
The Reverend Canon Mark A. Scheneman, presiding 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The People Gather (please keep a rule of silence) 
 

Organ Preludes 
 
Processional Hymn:     “At the Lamb’s high feast we sing”     Hymn 174 

Salutation and Response        p. 355 BCP 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is Risen.      
People: The Lord is Risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Collect for Purity (Celebrant)       p. 355 BCP 

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Gloria (sung in unison)                Hymn S-280 
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 
God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter  
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in 
their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus  Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Word of God (be seated for the readings) 

 
The First Lesson                            Acts 5:27-32 

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The 
high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man's blood on us." But 
Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our 
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right 
hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him." 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 



  
Psalm 118:14-17, 22-23 
 

▪ The Lord is my strength and my song, * and he has become my salvation. 
 

▪ There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of the righteous: 
 

▪ "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * the right hand of the Lord is exalted! the right 
hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 

 
▪ I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the Lord. 

 
▪ The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone. 

 
▪ This is the Lord's doing, * and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 
The New Testament Reading                                                         Revelation 1:4-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and 
freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will 
see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 
Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

 
Gradual Hymn “Alleluia! O sons and daughters, let us sing”    Hymn 206 
 
The Holy Gospel (remain standing)                                                   John 20:19-31 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was 
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
"We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My 
Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you. Lord Christ. 



The Sermon                                                                       The Rev. Canon Mark A. Scheneman 
 
The Nicene Creed (unison, standing)                      p. 358 BCP 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People  

People: Lord, hear our prayer (respond after each petition).  

 

Parish Intercessions (Celebrant) 

The Prayer of St. Francis (in unison) 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is 

injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that 
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
Confession (kneeling, in unison)        p. 360 BCP 
 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
Absolution (Celebrant)        p. 360 BCP 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Exchange of the Peace (standing) 
 Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People:  And also with you. (Greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 
Announcements (be seated) 

 

Offertory Hymn:     “He is risen, he is risen!”              Hymn 180 st. 1-3 

 

Reception of Gifts (sung in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   



Praise Him all creatures here below.   
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving        p. 369 BCP 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People: By your will they were created and have their being. 

 
Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 
Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your 
Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus & Benedictus (sung in unison)               Hymn  S-130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant: And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People: We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer (traditional words)      p. 364 BCP 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 
Angus Dei (sung in unison)                 Hymn S-164 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Bearer of our Sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Redeemer, redeemer of the World, give us your peace. 
Give us your peace. 

 

The Administration of Holy Communion 
 

THE HOLY TABLE around which we gather is the Lord’s, not our own.  All baptized Christians are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. 

 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being 

celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the earnest 

wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you with my own faith community, I 

beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you live in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)      p. 366 BCP 

Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, 
send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
The Blessing (Celebrant) 
 
Recessional Hymn:      “The strife is o’er, the battle done”        Hymn 208, st. 1-3 
 
The Dismissal 
 Celebrant:  Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 

 
 


