The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2025
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
The Reverend Canon Mark A. Scheneman, presiding

The People Gather (please keep a rule of silence)
Organ Preludes
Entrance Hymn  “We the Lord’s people, heart and voice uniting” Hymn 51

Salutation and Response p- 323 BCP
Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ is risen
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

Collect for Purity (Celebrant) p- 323 BCP

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Summary of the Law (Celebrant) p- 324 BCP

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like
unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.

Gloria (sung in unison) Hymn S-204

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For
thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy Spirit.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know thy Son
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that
leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God (be seated for the readings)

The First Reading Acts 7:55-60
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the



right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When
he had said this, he died.

Reader: The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 31:1-5 (said responsively)

= Inyou, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * deliver me in your
righteousness.

* Incline your ear to me; * make haste to deliver me.

» Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; * for the sake
of your Name, lead me and guide me.

= Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * for you are my tower of strength.

Into your hands I commend my spirit, * for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.

The Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals
yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in
scripture: “See, [ am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in
him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and “A stone that
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God'’s people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

Reader: The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn “Thou art the way to thee alone Hymn 457

The Holy Gospel (remain standing) John 14:1-14

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, [ will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where [ am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where [ am going.” Thomas said to
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show
us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have [ been with you all this time, Philip, and



you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that [ say to you I
do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that [ am in the
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, [ will do it.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise be to Thee. O Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Canon Mark A. Scheneman

The Nicene Creed (unison, standing) p- 326 BCP

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (responding after each petition)
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Parish Intercessions (Celebrant)

The Prayer of St. Francis (said in unison)

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is
injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

Confession (kneeling in unison) p- 331 BCP

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen

Absolution (Celebrant) p- 332 BCP

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver
you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Exchange of the Peace (standing)
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with thy Spirit. (greet one another in the name of the Lord.)

Announcements (be seated)
Offertory Hymn “How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts to me!” Hymn 517

Reception of Gifts (standing, sung in unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving p- 340 BCP
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy Spirit.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.

Sanctus & Benedictus Hymn S-113
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Consecration (kneeling, concluding with AMEN) p- 341-343 BCP
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional words) p- 336 BCP
The Breaking of the Bread P. 337 BCP

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia

Angus Dei (sung in unison) Hymn S- 157
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.



The Administration of Holy Communion

THE HOLY TABLE around which we gather is the Lord’s, not our own. All baptized Christians are welcome
to receive Holy Communion.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the
earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you with my own faith
community, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,
and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you live in me, in this life and in the life to
come. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison) p- 339 BCP

Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
through hope, of thy the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that
we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk
in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world
without end. Amen.

The Blessing (Celebrant)
Recessional Hymn "Christ is alive! Let Christians sing" Hymn 182
The Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!



