
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 26, 2025 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
The Reverend Canon Mark A. Scheneman, presiding 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The People Gather (please keep a rule of silence) 
 
Organ Preludes 
 
Processional Hymn       “Before the Lord’s eternal throne”                             Hymn 391 
 

Salutation and Response        p. 355 BCP 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is Risen.      
People: The Lord is Risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Collect for Purity (Celebrant)       p. 355 BCP 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Gloria (sung in unison)                Hymn S-280 
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 
God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter  
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we 
may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
 

The Word of God (be seated for the readings) 
 

The First Lesson                               Acts 2:42-47 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were 
being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 

  



Psalm 23 
▪ The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want. 

 
▪ He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters. 

 
▪ He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 
▪ Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

▪ You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * you have anointed my 
head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 
▪ Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * and I will dwell in the 

house of the Lord for ever. 
 
The New Testament Reading                                                     1 Peter 2:19-25 

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer 
for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was 
found in his mouth.” When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you 
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your soul 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Gradual Hymn  “My Shepherd will supply my need”    Hymn 664 
 

The Holy Gospel (remain standing)                                                               John 10:1-10 Celebrant: The 
Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 

in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you. Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                                                                         The Rev. Canon Mark A. Scheneman 
 

The Nicene Creed (unison, standing)                      p. 358 BCP 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 



from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People  
People: Lord, hear our prayer (respond after each petition).  

 

Parish Intercessions (Celebrant) 
 
The Prayer of St. Francis (in unison) 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is 
injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that 
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
Amen. 
 

Confession (kneeling, in unison)        p. 360 BCP  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Absolution (Celebrant)        p. 360 BCP 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
 
The Exchange of the Peace (standing) 
 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People: And also with you. (Greet one another in the name of the Lord.) 
 

Announcements (be seated) 
 
Offertory Hymn:     “The King of love, my shepherd is”      Hymn 645 
 
Reception of Gifts (sung in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise Him all creatures here below.   
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

Holy Communion 
 

Eucharistic Prayer C           p. 369-372  BCP 



Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People: By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another. 
People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them 
your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus & Benedictus (sung in unison)               Hymn  S-130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant: And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." Remembering now his work of redemption, 
and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People: We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Celebrant: Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.   
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal.  Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
People:  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 



Celebrant:  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Hold Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.  
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional words)      p. 364 BCP 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 

Angus Dei (sung in unison)                 Hymn S-164 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Bearer of our Sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Redeemer, redeemer of the World, give us your peace. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 
Angus Dei (sung in unison)                 Hymn S-164 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Bearer of our Sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Redeemer, redeemer of the World, give us your peace. 

 

The Administration of Holy Communion 
 

THE HOLY TABLE around which we gather is the Lord’s, not our own.  All baptized Christians are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the 
earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you with my own faith 
community, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, 
and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you live in me, in this life and in the life to 
come. Amen 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)      p. 366 BCP 
Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, 
send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

The Blessing (Celebrant) 
 

Recessional Hymn:       “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!”         Hymn 205 
 

The Dismissal 
 Celebrant:  Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 

 


